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COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION POWERS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

BY: CHRISTOPHER J. SHIELDS, ESQ. & VANESSA FERNANDEZ, ESQ. 

Many of our Association clients are reaching out to our office on a daily basis to 

determine what to do next in light of the recent outbreak of COVID-19 in the State of Florida. As 

the situation unfolds, any advice given today, may be outdated tomorrow. It is important for 

Associations to continue to monitor the current guidelines and amend emergency practices or 

policies as new information is released. Please continue to monitor the Centers for Disease 

Control (“CDC”) guidelines and recommendations as well as those of the Florida Department of 

Health (“FDOH”). At present, it is recommended that gatherings of 10 or more be limited and 
that individuals maintain a distance of six feet from other individuals. It is also recommended 

that Associations post the CDC’s Symptoms of Coronavirus Disease 2019 in conspicuous 

locations throughout the community. The document is attached and can be found through the 

following link:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf 

Additional resources from the CDC relating to large communities and community gatherings can 

be found using the following link:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/index.html 

Additional resources to post throughout the community from FDOH’s COVID-19 Toolkit can be 

found through the following link: 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-19/covid19-toolkit.html 

ASSOCIATION EMERGENCY POWERS 

As you are likely aware, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-52 on March 

9, 2020 declaring a state of emergency under Section 252.36 of the Florida Statutes relating to 

the outbreak of COVID-19 in the State of Florida. Based upon Executive Order 20-52, 

Condominium Associations, Homeowners Associations, and Cooperatives may now operate 

under their emergency powers in Section 718.1265, Section 720.316, and Section 719.128 of the 

Florida Statutes respectively. Copies of the Statutes are attached for your reference. 

Note that unless the governing documents expressly prohibit or restrict the Board’s 
emergency powers, the Association has those powers enumerated in the statutes during a state of 
emergency under Section 252.36. Additionally note that even though the emergency powers in 
the statute seem to be aimed at weather-related emergencies, the statutes refer to Section 252.36 
and a state of emergency issued thereunder, which includes the recent Executive Order. Below 
are some of the most frequent questions and responses to Community Associations in the last 
week. If you have more specific questions please reach out to this office for guidance.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-symptoms.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/index.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-19/covid19-toolkit.html
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1. Can the Association cancel/postpone the Annual Meeting or other meeting of the

Association? 

Yes. Under each statute, the Association may cancel and reschedule an Association meeting 

under its statutory emergency powers in light of the circumstances. Notice of a meeting under the 

Association’s emergency powers need only be given as is practicable and in any practicable 

manner such as publication, conspicuous posting, internet means and others included in the 

statutes. 

2. Can the Association close any or all facilities within the community?

Yes. Each statute allows the Association, based upon the advice of emergency management 

officials or the advice of licensed professionals retained by the Board, to determine any portion 

of the Association property unavailable for entry by unit owners, family members, tenants, 

guests, agents, or invitees to protect the health, safety, or welfare of such persons. So the 

Association may close facilities such as the gym, pool area, social rooms, and other areas for the 

health, safety, and welfare of the residents. The Association does not have to shut down all 

facilities at once and the Association should ensure that certain frequently used areas are 

sanitized regularly, such as elevators and public restrooms.  

3. Can the Association share whether or not someone has contracted COVID-19 to the rest

of the community? 

No. The Association should not be sharing personal medical information of its members to any 

other members in the community. The Association should advise all members to proceed to 

conduct themselves as if anyone in the community has contracted COVID-19 to encourage 

residents to take the matter seriously. Just because members do not think they are at risk, does 

not mean that their actions or inactions will not put others at risk.   

4. Can Association meetings be held telephonically?

Yes. The Association may close facilities and advise that anyone wishing to participate in a 

meeting dial in via conference call, however, the practicality of holding Association meetings via 

conference call is very difficult to navigate for larger Associations with active members. 

Associations may wish to postpone large meetings until further notice as recommended by the 

CDC or FDOH.  

5. Can the Board hold meetings without making them available to members of the

Association? 

No. The emergency powers do not allow the Board to conduct “Closed Board Meetings.” 

Therefore these meetings may only be conducted in regards to proposed or pending litigation 

with the Association’s Attorney, or to discuss personnel matters of the Association.  
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For more information: www.cdc.gov/COVID19-symptoms

SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 

Patients with COVID-19 have experienced mild to 
severe respiratory illness.

SHORTNESS
OF BREATH

COUGH

FEVERSymptoms* can include

*Symptoms may appear 2-14
days after exposure.

Seek medical advice if you develop 
symptoms, and have been in close 

contact with a person known to 
have COVID-19 or if you live in or 

have recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.  




